
Tall True Tale 
or Wildlife Whopper?

You are a Registered Professional Forester. Imagine that these animals of the California forest have
made statements to you about their whereabouts and adventures. You must use some detective skills
to determine whether they are telling a tall true tale or just a wildlife whopper. 

Mark true tale statements with a circle � and place a triangle � by those that you 
discover are just wildlife whoppers.   

__________ Sarah Song Sparrow said she spent her evening hunting her prey in an Older Forest.

__________ Donaldo Deer Mice said he and his relatives rarely come to California because they 
depend on snakes for food.

__________ Geraldo Garter Snake says his relatives live in nearly every county in California.

__________ Maury Mountain Lion says his favorite eating spots are located in younger forests.

__________ Boris Black Bear claims to feed mostly on small animals and hates eating his vegetables.

__________ Oscar Osprey loves his habitat near the reservoir where there is plenty of clear, open water. 

__________ Adrian Acorn Woodpecker dines in the old forests most of the time.

__________ Gary Great Gray Owl always naps during the day in the middle-aged forest areas.

__________ Lawrence Long-Tailed Weasel lives in a burrow in the open grasslands near young forests.

__________ Paulo Pileated Woodpecker prefers the older forests, unlike Adrian Woodpecker.

__________ Bernard Bushy-Tailed Woodrat loves his high rise “condo” 50 feet in the air in the 
middle aged forest.

__________ Sally Steller’s Jay has to stay in the young forests in order to fend off her predators.

__________ Soweto Silver-haired Bat lives in trees more than 15 years old but must fly to wet 
meadows, oak wood lands and young forest areas to whet her appetite.

__________ Horatio Hoary Bat visits wet meadows and oak woodlands only to hunt for food.14
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Teacher Copy — Answers:
Tall True Tale or Wildlife Whopper?

__________ Sarah Song Sparrow said she spent her evening hunting her prey in an Older Forest.

__________ Donaldo Deer Mice said he and his relatives rarely come to California because they 
depend on snakes for food.

__________ Geraldo Garter Snake says his relatives live in nearly every county in California.

__________ Maury Mountain Lion says his favorite eating spots are located in younger forests.

__________ Boris Black Bear claims to feed mostly on small animals and hates eating his vegetables.

__________ Oscar Osprey loves his habitat near the reservoir where there is plenty of clear, open water. 

__________ Adrian Acorn Woodpecker dines in the old forests most of the time.

__________ Gary Great Gray Owl always naps during the day in the middle-aged forest areas.

__________ Lawrence Long-Tailed Weasel lives in a burrow in the open grasslands near young forests.

__________ Paulo Pileated Woodpecker prefers the older forests, unlike Adrian Woodpecker.

__________ Bernard Bushy-Tailed Woodrat loves his high rise “condo” 50 feet in the air in the 
middle aged forest.

__________ Sally Steller’s Jay has to stay in the young forests in order to fend off her predators.

__________ Soweto Silver-haired Bat lives in trees more than 15 years old but must fly to wet 
meadows, oak wood lands and young forest areas to whet her appetite.

__________ Horatio Hoary Bat visits wet meadows and oak woodlands only to hunt for food.14
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You are a Registered Professional Forester. Imagine that these animals of the California forest have
made statements to you about their whereabouts and adventures. You must use some detective skills
to determine whether they are telling a tall true tale or just a wildlife whopper. 

Mark true tale statements with a circle � and place a triangle � by those that you 
discover are just wildlife whoppers.   


